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ordered me to erase all the letters and sub-
stitute figures on the angles. I could not then
even make a beginning to elucidate the prop-
osition. He found other pupils were as igno-
rant of the principles of the subject as I was.
The teacher who had this class did not receive
any compliment for his efficiency, and we
were turned back to the beginning of the
book, and then, advancing slowly, more fully
comprehended the subject we were studying."

As these recollections of the man whom
long ago as a lad.he taught may suggest, Dr.
Matthew Meigs was a man of great scholarly
attainment. He knew not only his Greek and
Latin and modern languages thoroughly, but
was familiar with Hebrew and Sanskrit also*
His reading was rapid and of an exceeding
range. He was a stern and often impatient
teacher, but he kindled in the boys an intense
admiration for his own attainments, and a
sense of the dignity of learning which they
saw exemplified in him. Without doubt, how-
ever, there were times when the boys' sense
of the sternness of his methods outweighed
every other impression which they got from
him. Here is a letter which one little lad
wrote home on January 2d, 1863:

" Dear Father:

" write to Mr. meigs and tell him not to wip
me any tpore for nothing I have hade to muchack-
